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• A. Becvar is one of the most 

important Czechoslovak astronomers 

of the 20th century.

• He started his career as a 

professional astronomer in Slovakia in 

the High Tatras (1937).

• He built a large observatory there 

(Skalnate Pleso) and equipped it with 
the largest reflector available in 

Slovakia at that time (1941 – 1943).

• The telescope was the 60 cm 

reflector of the Stará Ďala

observatory (today Hurbanovo).

• He saved the observatory at 
Skalnate Pleso from the retreating 

German army (1945). And thus, 

preserved it for the future.
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1901 - A. Becvar was born in Stará Boleslav (20 km NE from Prague)
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1917 - A. Becvar moved from Stara Boleslav to Brandys nad Labem     

(today these two cities are merged into one)
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1925 – Building of the Becvar‘s observatory in Brandys nad Labem
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1927 – The observatory is finished (dome 3 m, building 3x4 m).

Vladimir Guth
2nd director at
Skalnate Pleso

A. Becvar
1st director at
Skalnate Pleso
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The observatory today. Preserved as a private museum and 

automatic meteorogical station.
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1937 - Bečvář left Brandys nad Labem for the High Tatras and built 

his second observatory on the terrace of the hotel on Strbske

Pleso. He worked as a spa climatologist there.
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1941 - 1943 the construction of the observatory was carried out 

according to the idea of A. Becvar.
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1943 - The observatory at Skalnate Pleso was completed and A. 

Becvar became its first director. A new chapter in the history of 

modern Slovak astronomy began to be written.
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List of publications

Bečvář A.: Vysoké Tatry, Bratislava 1948

Bečvář A. – Šimák B.: Atlas Horských mraků, Praha 1953

Bečvář A.: První cesta ke hvězdám, Praha 1956

Bečvář A.: Zrcadlo kosmu (1949, not published, only pictures were

published)

Star atlases:

Atlas Coeli Skalnaté Pleso 1950.0, Praha 1948, 1956, 1958, 1962

Atlas Coeli Skalnaté Pleso II Katalog 1950.0, Praha 1951

Atlas Eclipticalis 1950.0, Praha 1958, 1964

Atlas Borealis 1950.0, Praha 1962

Atlas Australis 1950.0, Praha 1964
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Vysoké tatry
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Vysoké Tatry
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1953 - Atlas of clouds (co-author B. Simak was formal only)
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1953 - Atlas of clouds
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1953 - Atlas of clouds
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1953 - Atlas of clouds
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1953 - Atlas of clouds
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1953 - Atlas of clouds
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1953 - Atlas of clouds
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1953 - Atlas of clouds
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1956 - The first pathway to stars
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1948 - The Mirror of Cosmos, never published
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1948 - The Mirror of Cosmos, never published (est. 500 stand. 

pages)



ANTONIN BECVAR 120

1948 - The Mirror of Cosmos, only pictures without any text
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1948 - The Mirror of Cosmos, only pictures (106) without any text
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1948 - The Mirror of Cosmos, only pictures without any text



Thank you for you attention

Štěpán Kovář


